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gold mining industry was very adversely
affected, especially in the distriet I represent.
The Royal Commission have unanimously sub-
mitted certain recommendations as affording
a solution of the diffienlty, and these are em-
bodied in the Bill. The measure containg an
additional clauge, which was added at the in-
stance of one member of the Commission.
This additional clause is likely to excite con-
troversy in Committee. I welcome the Bil),
and trust it will become an Act.

On motion by Hon, J. Cunningham, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—POLICE, PROMOTIONS.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What are the names of sergeants
and constables who have passed the promo-
tional examination and date they passed? 2,
‘What was the reason that sergeants and coa-
stables who studied hard and passed the ex-
amination over fonr years ago, have not been
promoted, when sergeants and constables of
later date who have passed the examination
have been promoted over senior men? 3, Can
the Cowmmissioner of Police give his reason
why sergeants and constables who have been
25 years in the force, have passed the exam-
ination, and been in charge of stations for

1587

years, and have geniority on their side, have
been passed over? If they are not fit for
promotion why are they kept in charge of
stations?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Mines)
replied: 1, A list is attached of members
of the foree in question. 2, The passing of
the examination is the minimum rcequirement.
3, The mere fact of a sergeant being in charge
of a station does not necessarily qualify him
for the very responsible position of a District
Police Officer—a position requiring consider-
able administrative ability and a good know-
ledge of police administration, together with
other necessary qualifications. All recom-
mendations for advancement are made by a
promotional board whose duty is to select, in
order of merit, those members who in their
opinion should be promoted, bearing in mind
that efficiency in its truest sense must be their
first consideration.

QUESTIONS (3)—RAILWAY DEPART-
MENT.

Inaccurate Timetables.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he awarc that the time tables
issued by the Railway Department are inae-
curate? 2, Is it a fact that travellers to Ger-
aldton could not continue the journey to North-
ampton, although the time table showed & con-
necttion? 3, Would he be surprised to know
that it has cost one man nearly £20 for ear
hire owing to misleading information in the
time table?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, No. 2,
No. 3, Yes.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
limit!

By Jove, that ia‘the dizzy

Acting Traffic Manager.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is thé position of Acting Trafic
Manager in the Railways now filled by Mr.
Gallagher likely to be 2 permanent position?
2, Iy & better Cnmptro]ler of Stores than Mr.
GaI]ag]ler te be found in the Railway De-
partment? 3, What special knowledge of
transport and "traffic work doeg Mr. Galagher
possess? 4, Is the Commissioner of Railways
dissatisfied with the work of transport officers
and other district traffic superintendents? &,
Can any department expect satisfactory re-
sults by denying competent officers the pro-
motion they are entitled tof 6, If the traflic
superintendents are not competent to become
acting chief, why arc they retained in the ser-
vice?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Railwavs) replied: 1, No. B2,
Neo. 3, Experience in New South Wales, fol-
lowed by 27 years’ serviee in the W.A.G.R.
4, The Commissioner is always desirous of
improvement, 5, No. 6, They are not incom-
petent.
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Slesping Cars.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for M:. Simons) nsked
the Minister for Railways: 1, Are additional
sleeping cars in ecourse of construction
or on order for the Railway Department?
2, If reply to questionr oue is in the affirma-
tive, are the ears of modern design or of
the obsolete type at pregent in use!?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, No. 2,
A design has been prepared for a new type
of sleeping car, of modern construction and
appointments, which it is proposed to adopt
when additional cars are built. A model of
this was exhibited to hon. members on the
occasion of the recent Parliamentary visit
to the Midland Junction Workshops.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION.
Purchase of Doughboy Downs.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: Who
were the persons responsible for the recom-
mendation to purchase the property ecalled
Donghhoy Downs, in the Ounslow distriet,
for two returned soldiers?

The PREMIER replied: C. W. Cumming
and P, St. Barbe Ayliffe.

QUESTIONS (2)—ABORIGINAL
PRISONERS.

Murder Trials.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Premier: 1,
‘What is the nomber of native murder trials
held in the North-West during the past 12
months? 2, What is the name of the Com-
migsioner or judge who presided and the
qualifications of such commissioner or
judge? 3, What is the name of the counsel
who defended the accused? 4, Have any
trials of natives for murder been held in
the North-West without counsel appearing
on behalf of the matives?

The PREMTER replied: 1, Three. 2, Two
cases by Dr. Hodge, Resident Magistrate,
Derby, as Commissioner of the Supreme
Court; one by Dr. Adams, Resident
Magistrate, Wyndham, as Commissioner of
the Supreme Court. Qualifications in
accordance with Section 12 of the Supreme
Court Act, 44 Vie. No. 10. 3, Prosecutions
were conducted by the Ofﬁ(_er-m Charge of
Police; the natives were defended by the
Protector in accordance with Subsection (4)
of Section 59a of the Aborigines Act, No.
14 of 1905 (Consolidated)., 4, Counsel is
not engaged to proceed to the North-West
in tribal cases. The Acts quoted above are
complied with, and the eases are reviewed
subsequently in Perth.

Use of Chains.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: 1, On
whose advice was the order given to chain
.natives in the North-West gaols? 2, Is he
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aware that the last threc escapees got away
with the chains on! 3, Will he cancel the
order to chain during the exzcessively hot
weather, and in the meantime ascertain from
those in charge of northern gaols what neces-
gity there is for the alteration?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, It has been tle
practice since the inception to chain native
prisoners in the North-West gaols. In 1903
the matter was aetively goune into as to the
most humawe method, and it was altimately
decided that the present system of chaining
by the ankle affords the least discomfort.
2, The last two escapes have been ad-
viseldl from Roelourne by wire. Par-
ticulars are not yet available as to
whether the prisoners were chained, but
presumably they were, in accordance with
instructions issued. The instructions regard-
ing chaining of prisoners were again eireu-
lated in July last. Prior to that, for some
years owing to a misunderstanding, the Roe-
bourne gaoler had been using his diseretion
in not chaining native prisoners, and since
1611 seventecn natives eacaped from Roe-
bourne Gaol, where they were not usually
chained, and during the same period four es-
caped from Broome Gaol, where they were
ehainerd. 3, No. The Buperintendent, Fre-
mantle Prison, who is known to be humane
and considerate in dealing with prisoners, re-
cently inspected the North-West gaols. As a
result of his inspection he reported as fol-
lows: ‘I have had a good deal of experience
with pative priseners. I have also discussed
this question with various people in touch
with, and who have handled, natives. I have
formed the opinion that it is essential that a
native prisoner be chained, and that the safest
and most humane methoed is by the leg—the
chain to be fastened, when or land, by a small
shackle, and the prisoners worked in pairs.’’
As a result of this report, instructions to
North-West gaolers regarding chaiping were
re-established, in aceordance with the Super-
intendent’s advice,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did voun expect any other
kind of report from a prison officiall

Mr. Teesdale: They chain them there by
the neck too.

QUESTION—FORESTS
BREACHESR,

Mr. O'LOGHLENXN asked the Minister for
Forests: 1, Is he aware that drastic penal
ties are being imposed nnder the Forests Act
aml regulations? 2, Is it the policy of the
Government to withhold any leniency when
bush workers are guilty of a first offence? 3.
Has the Conservator of Forests been author
ised to secure revenue by fines and confisca
tion from men who are unacquainted with the
regulations and who commit a trivial breach’

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Forests) replied: 1
Heavy penalties are only pressed for in ag
gravated cases. Usually the minimuom penalty
provided under the Forests Act and Regula

ACT,
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tions is imposed by the eourt. 2, No, 3, The
‘Conservator is entrusted with the administra-
tion of ‘the Forests Aet and Regulations.
Loegal proceedings are not instituted with a
view to collecting additional revemue, but to
-discourage the commission of forest offences
by permit holders and their employces, When
persons have taken forest produce without
lawful authority it is not considered advisable
to permit them to retain such property for
their owu use and benefit,

QUESTION—RIVER CRAYT,
Licenses to handle.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (for Mr. Simons) asked
the Colonial SBecretary: TIn view of the re-
peated river disasters, is it his intention to
gnzette regulations making it compulsory for
persons in charge of all river eraft to obtain
licenses to handle sail or power-impelled
vegsels?

The COLONI[AL SECRETARY replied:
Present regulations provide that persons in
charge of river eraft plying for hire shall
have licenses, bnt there 1s no statutory power
to make such regulations extend to private
hoats, The matter is reeeiving attention.

QUESTION—SCHOQOL: TEACHERS'
APPEAL BOARD.,

Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Premier:
What fees are being paid 1, To Mr. Bloxsome,
the representative of the Govermment on the
School Teachers’ Appeal Board? 2, To Mr.
Downing, K.C., who is appearing for the Gov-
ernment at the hearing of the appeals?

The PREMIER rveplied: 1, £3 per sitting,
the same as the other members, 2, The usual
fees payable to a legal practitioner engaged
in the Supreme Court for similar periods.

SELECT COMMITTEE—GRATUITY
BOXNDS DISPOSALS,

Extension of Time.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, the time for
bringing up the report of the committee was
extended to Wednesday, 30th November.

ASSEXT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the under-mentioned
Bills: —

1, Adoption of Children Act Amendment.

2, Coroners Act Amendment.

3, Supply (No. 3}, £1,047,000.

4, Northam Municipal Tece Works.

BILL—PUBLIC WORES COMMITTEE.

In Committee,
Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

(36)
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Clause l—agreed to,
Clause 2—Constitution of committee:

AMr. WILLCOCK : During the second read-
ing it was sugpested that as this House has
control of moneys spent on public works, the
committee should be vconstituted solely of
members of this House. 1 am aware this is
not the practice in other parts of Australia,
but I do not think we ¢hould be altogether
guided by that.

The Premier: Experience does not count?

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is not always desir-
able to follow the example of other Btates
ahsolutely. I move an amendment—

That the word *‘‘joint’’ in line 2 of
Subelause 1 he struck out.

The PREMIER: I hope the amendment
will not he agreed to. Both Chambers have
a right to he represented on such a com-
mittee, because hoth Houses must approve of
every Bill before it becomes law. 1 see no
objeetion to having a joint committee. We
have often appointed joint select committecs.
The principle of giving representation to
both hranches of the Legislature is followed
in the case of similar bodies in the Eastern
States. We want to ensure that complete
inguiry will be made by representatives of
both Houses. .

Mr. UNDEBWOOD: I support the amend-
ment, because I have no desire to see the Bill
passed. T do pot think it will accomplish any
good and [ am under the impression that it
will do considerable harm. 1f members of
another place are exeluded from representa-
tion, the Council will be sure to torn the Bill
down,

Mr. Teesdale: Ther will do so in any case.

Mr. GNDERWOOD: If so, they will show
their wisdom. I opposed a similar measure
on a previous oceasion. I am convinced that
a committee of Parliamentarians eould have
little knowledge of public works construction.
Sueh a committee would merely delay eon-
struction, and the members constituting the
committee would not be competent to advise,

Mr. Willeock: They are competent to take
evidenve, o

Mr. TXDERWOOD:
denee?

AMr. Willeock: The best of evidenece.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: A jetty is badly
needed at Ounslow. If that work were re-
ferred to a public works committee, the mem-
bers would decide to make an inspection,
Although we have an administrator devoting
the whole of hig time to the study of these
watters, ordinary members of Parliament
would come on the stene and constitute them-
selves the judges. Notwithstanding the great
intelligence possessed by members of Parlia-
ment—and to be elected they must possess
a good deal—they have not the practieal
knowledge possessed by departmental officers.
I might be appointed & member of the com-
mittee, There are some things I understana
and there ave other things T do not under-
stand. Yet it would be my duty to check

What sort of evi-
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the work of & man who knew definitely more
about a particular proposal than I did.

Mr. Sampson: Technical knowledge is not
esgential.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: It ig essential. 1 am
only supporting the amendment in the hope
that the Couneil will turn the Bill down, be-
cause no representative of the Chamber will
be on the committee. We shovld not ask
ordinary members of Parliament with their
superficial knowledge to judge public works,
when we have trained men to do it.

The Minister for Agriculture: A judge
ouly goes on evidence,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Minister knows
that he could get every resident in his elee-
torate to make a solemn declaration that
everything required for his district was war-
ranted and should be provided.

Hon. P, Collier: That applies nowhere clse
in the State. -

Mr. TNDERWOOD: It applies to Pilbara
Evidenee is not worth listening to. The
inquiries of the committee would merely have
the effect of disturbing peopie and bringing
them down to give unreliable ¢vidence. We
“are the clect of the people, the best fifty men
in the country.

Mr. Aongelo:
woman,

*Hon. P. Collier: But man embraces woman,

My. UNDERWOQOD: Of the fifty we select
six Ministers who should be supermen,

The Minister for Works: They are.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: They should take the
responsibility for doing things. We want
them to do things.

The Minister for Works: And yet the whole
svstem tends to prevent them from doing
things, because it hampers and shackles them,

Hon. P. Collier: You will not say the Min-
ister for Works does not do things,

The Minister for Works: T have never been
so shackled in my life,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is the duty of Min-
isters to do the work. If they do wrong, we
will put them out of office and put others in.
It would be extremely foolish to appoint a
committee of irresponsible members to judge
publie works,

The CHATRMAXN: I have no desire to
burke discussion, -but the principles of the
Bill should have been debated on the second
reading.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am stating my
rcasons for supporting the amendment.

Mr. J. THOMSON: T oppose the amend-
ment. My opinion is that if we eleet this com-
mittee we shall save a great deal of money.
In faet, T think in the frst yenr of the com-
mittee’s existence we shall save at least
£50,000. It is my intention later on to move
a further amendment in the direction of re-
ducing the numbet of members from five to
three, and to provide that two shall be elected
by this House and one by another place. The
Premier is at last displaying statesmanship.
This Bill and the last two or three that he
has introduced are proof of that.

Forty-nine men and one

[ASSEMBLY.]

AMr. WILLCOCK: The members of the
Legislative Assembly are those who do the
work. I have no desire to make invidious dis-
tinctions, but everyone knows what the views
of the Labour Party are with regard to the
Legislative Couneil, We stand for the aboli-
tion of that Chamber because we think it is
a vaeless body and an eXcrescence on Parlia-
mentary life, and it is not my desire to assist
in the passing of a measure which will give
that Chamber any further importance than
that which it possesses at the pregent time. Jt
might be thought that we consider there is a
justification for the continuanee of the exist-
ence of the Legislative Couneil if we permit
them to be represented on a committee of this
deseription, a committee which will do valu-
able work. The members of the Assembly are
those who come into contact with the electors.
It would be impossible owing to the nature
of the Legislative Council provinces for mem-
bers of that body to keep in toueh with their
constitvents in the same manner ag the mem-
bers of the Lower House do.

Mr. SAMPSON: I intend to vote against
the amendment, The Legislative Couneil
should be represented on this committee, if
only for the reason that they should assist in
carrying out this work. I have found that
the position of a member of the Assembly calls
for a considerable amount of concentration,
and that it takes up a good ddeal more time
than T ever thought it would do. The out-
side world has quite a false idea with re-
gard to the duties of members af Parliament.
There ig an impression outside that the mem-
bers of the Council are to an extent sacrosanet,
and that they are not to be appealed to on
matters of ordinary importance, and that
when they are approached they must be ap-
proached with a good deal of caution. 1t is,
therefore, in the best interests of all that that
Chamber should be represented on this com-
mittee, I would like to do semething towards
the breaking down of the feeling that the
members of the Council are not prepared to
work just as hard in the intereste of the com-
munity as are the members of the Asgsembly.

Alr, PICKERING: I would not go so far
as to eut out the Legislative Couneil alto-
gether, but the Premier mipht accept an
amendment to the next paragraph to provide
that one member be elected from the Couneil,
that three be elected by the Assembly and
that the fifth be elected by the Government.
This was the proposal in the original Bill

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. . THOMSOX:
ment—
That in line 4, the word *‘five’’ be struck
out with the view of inserting *‘three,*’

It will be sufficient if we appoint two from
this Chamber and one from the Council. I
wisk to state now that by the time the next
Parliament is elected T hope the T"pper House
will have passod out of existence. I eannot
for the life of me see why we have that Upper
House, and if any hon. member—1 do not care
whether it be the memher for Geraldton, the

T move an amend-



[9 Noveueer, 1921.]

Leader of the Oppesition, or even the Pre-
mier—brings in a Bill having for its object
the abolition of the Legislative Couneil, 1 will
sapport it. As it is the wish of members of
this House, that the committee should be paid
for their services, T think that three will carry
out the duties better than five.

'he PREMIER: I hope the committee will
not agree to reduce the number below five,
Of course, if we pass legistation to bring
about the abolition of the Upper House then
we can consider the question of the reduction
from five to three. Until we do that, T hope
the House will agree te let the number stand
at five..

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 intend to support the
amendment to strike out five and if that
word i3 deleted T shall move an amendment
to insert seven. Asg it has been decided that
the Council shall be represented, the Legisla-
tive Assembly is of sufficient importance to
have five members on the committee. In all
the Parliamentary standing committees in
Australia the number iz over five, and as
‘Western Australia is the higgest State in the
Commonwealth we may find it necessary to
carry out more than one investigation at a
time.

The Minister for Works: Pive will be quite
sufficient,

Me. WILLCOCK: That is a matier of
opinion. The member for Claremont thinks
that three will be sufficient. But we might
cut out even that and make the number one.
It is our desire, however, to get the collective
judgment of capable men., It is not to be
expected that at every meeting of the com-
mittee every member will be present.

Mr. J. Thomson: They should be present
i€ they are paid fees for attendance.

Mr. WILLCOCE: Tt will be a case of no
attendance;, no money.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
the member for Claremont will not persist
in his amcodment. If the two members of
the Legislative Couneil are done away with,
how is the quorum to be obtained? To in-
erease the number from five to geven would
he ridiculous. There should be two members
from the Upper House and three from this
Chamber. Let us bear in mind that some
members of the Legislative Counecil represent
provinces comprising two or three or even
four ,Assembly eleetorates, aml therefore have
a wider knowledge of the State.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I, shall support the
gtriking out of ‘“five’’ with a view to the in-
sertion of ‘‘seven.’”” Tive, in my opinion,

would be suffieicut if fonr members were ap--

pointed from this House and one from an-
other place. But the proportion of three to
two means over-representation  of  another
plave, having regard to its general relation-
ship to this Chamber and to the people of
this country. The eclectoral roll of another
place contains 50,000 names, as against
160,000 names on the Assembly roll, We
represent electors in the proportion of three
to one as eompared with another place, and
yet another place is to be given representa-
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tion in the proportion of two to three on the
proposed committee. Another place would
have no ground for feeling aggrieved if it
secured one member on the comnittee. It
is this House which will be mainly concerned
with the work of the committee and the re-
commendations of the committee. If another
place is to retain two members, the total
number of the committee should be seven.
In any case, scven will not be too many and
the additional expense will amount to only
£300 or £400 a year. The Federal Public
Works Committee comprises seven members
of the House of Representatives and four
Senators.

Mr, Mann: They have to travel five States,
thongh.

Hon. P. (‘OLLIER: That is correet; hut
the committee here proposed will have to
fravel over the very extensive areas of this
State. IExcept at mectings in Perth, full
attendances of the committee must necessarily
be very rare; there would always be one or
two absentees,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of Subeclause 2 the word

¢ ““Two’’ be struck out with the view of
inserting ‘‘One,”’

The Upper House will be generously treated
if given one member on the committee. I
prefer the proposal which was contained in
the original measure, as pointed out by the
mepiber for Sussex, that one member should
be appointed from the TUpper House by tha
members of that Chamber, that three should
be appointed by the Assembly, and that ene,
te be the Chairman, and who must be a mem-
ber of Parliament, should be appointed by
the Governor. The Premier has come round
to the view of the Government of 1912, and
[ 25k him to agree to the appointment of the
same sort of committee as was then proposed,
thus rendering his conversion complete.

The PREMIER: T hope the Chamber will
not agrec to the amendment. Does the hon,
member who has moved the ameudment con-
sider that the ability of members of another
place is not equal to that of members of this
Chaniber?

Mr, Johnston: This is the House that re-
presents the people.

The PREMIER: This House has a major-
ity under the clamse as it stands.

Mr. PICKERING: I support the amend-
ment. T agree with the member of Williams-
Narrogin that this Chamber, heing the repre-
sentative Chamber, should dominate the pro-
posed committee.  Members of the Lower
House might, under the clause as it stands,
lose eontrol of the committee simply by rea-
son of temporary absence arising from indis-
position.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 11—agreed to.

Clause 12—Functions of committee:
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The PREMIER: I move an amendment—

That after “'works” in line 3 of para-
Zraph (b} ‘‘under the provisions of any
Statute’' be inserted.

During the discussion last night the provi-
signs of the Bill were objected to so far as
they relate to inquiries other than those on
public works being constructed of a value
of £20h41, or inquiries inte departments
which 10 some extent are removed by
Statute from the cootrol of Ministers, as,
for instance, the Railways, The Commis-
sioner of Railways has considerable power
under Statute, whilst the Minister has but
nominal control. It is here that we want
the inquiry, and not into ordinary Govern-
ment departments.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am pleased that the
Premjer should have moved the amiendment.
Tt is guite at variance with the speech he
made on the second reading. The opinion
I gained from his speeeh was that it was
intended the proposed committee should in-
quire into any Government activities which
it was thought they should inquire into,

The Premier: I liad that in mind.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The tenor of the Pre-
mier’s speech on the second reading was
that it was intended that Government
activity of any description should be in-
quired into, If there is to be an inquiry
into any phase of owr Government utilities
controlled by a commissioner, T am prepared
to agree to it. The amendment will limit
the scope of the Bill in a way which I think
desirable,

Amendment put and passed.
The PREMIER: I move an ameundment—
That after ‘‘thereby’’ in line 3 of
paragraph (b) ‘‘or’’ be inserted.
This is merely consequential,
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. TEESDALE:

ment—
That after ‘‘inquiry’’ in parageaph

(¢) ‘*with the cxception of works in the

North-West’? be added.
We shall have up there a Commisgioner
attending to all work required, and it
would he prejudicial to the progress of that
work if it were necessary to send the pro-
posed committee from Perth to conduct an
inquiry. Such a committee would have but
very little idea of the requirements of the
North, and its visit wonld scriously hamper
and delay the work of the Commissicner.

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee
will not agree to the amendment. It will
not be necessary for the proposed com-
mittee to go to the North-West to make
inquiries, for the matter could be compre-
hensively placed before them d&own here.
‘Che committee will not be engaged upon
any unnecessary work.

Mr. Latham: Will the Commissioner for
the Nortli-West lLe carrying out work ex-
ceeding in value E2DNNDY

I move an amead-
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The PREMIER: Occasionally, but except
in the case of a jetty that amount will not
often be exveeded.

Mr. ANGELO: T am sorry I cannot sup--
port the amendment. I do not wish to see
the North-West shut out from the benefits
which will be conferred by the activities
of the proposed committee.

Mr., WILLCOCK: I will oppose para-
graph (e) altogcther. All the matters.
upon which [ want the proposed committee
te report are previously defined.

The Premier: You ean strike out the:
paragrapl if you like. Personally I do not
cave.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am convinced that
the paragraph is unnecessary.

The AINISTER FOR WOREKS: Had
there been a public works committee to in-
quire into the original crection of the
Wyndham Meat Works, those works would
never have been built, ane the State wonld
not bave been faced with the present seri-
oug position in respect of those works. No
portion of the State shouid be exempt from.
the inquiries of the committee, The sole
justification for the proposed committee is
that there shall be available to Parliament
full information as to the advisability of
any proposed work.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am sorty the Min-
ister for Works launched out as he did im
regard to the Wyndham Meat Works. It is
quite possible that, had the matter heen
referred to a committee of this kind, the
Wyndham Meat Works would never have
been begun. But there are in the State
other works which, bhad they been referred
to such a committee, might never have
been undertaken. For instance, it is quite
possible that the £14,000 or £15,000 ex-
pended on the Eockingham-Mandurah-road
might never have been required had such
a committee had a say in the matter, Again,
the very large sum of money expended on
the wild-cat proposition of a road from
Brunswick to Collie might have heen saved
had the propesed committee sat in judg-
ment upon that work. Alse there are in
existence other works not unconnected with
the administration of the Public Works De-
partment, and works not unconnected with
the Water Supply Department whieh might
never have been undertaken bad this ‘com-
mittee, or a similar committee, had a say
in the matter. The Miniater for Works
might have made a comprehensive state-
ment when he dealt with the possibilities
of the saving of money by this committee,
and mot singled out the Wyndhgm Meat
Works, A considerahle proportion of the
money whieh has been expended at Wynd.
ham has been expended under the adminis-
tration of the Minister himself—quite two-
thirds of it.

The Minister for Worka: Quite right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is just as well to
remind him of these feets. At every oppor-
truity | s il mert a1l the attacks that are
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specially made upon State trading concerns.
1 am going to do it becanse of the tact that
I know there is a conspiracy abroad in this
State, a couspiracy of propaganmda and of
deliberate and malicious lving, to miseepre-
gent the activities and the work of our State
trading concerns. Not only is that so with
people in this Ntate, but it ig a Commonwealth-
wide movement,  Members recently receivel
a printed cireular; whence it came we know
not. The man who speat the meoncy in hav-
ing this printed was apparently atraid to
attach bis nawme to it. It was an extract
trom an article in the ‘‘Bulletin.”* [ have
never read a leaflet or pamphlet so crammed
full of malicious lying and misrepresentation
as that leaflet, It states that the wild-cat
Wyndham Meat Works bave cost this State
one and a quarter million pounds. Tt was
only half & million out. The cost has been
somewhere in the vicinty of £750,000. That
artiele in the ‘‘ Bulletin'’ has doubtless bheen
read from one end of Australia to the other,
This miserable little leaflet is probably still
floating aronud parts of Western Australin
telling the ordinary man in the street, who
cannot find ont for himself, malicious lies
about what these works have cost. I believe
in the principle of State trading concerns,
and T alse appreciate the attitude of any
member who takes an opposite view; but one
does expect in a public eontroversy that out-
side people who hold different views will be
honest enough to stick to faets. If the prin-
ciple is not sonnd it ean be downed on its
merits.

Mr. Lambert: It is the propaganda of
foreign interests.

Mr. Money: The ‘“Bulletin®’ is very flat-
tering to the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. P. COLLIER: FEven the most mis-
guided journal is sometimes right. T under-
stand paragraph (e} has been inserted jn the
Bill to permit of the- Committee investigating
matters which at present Parliament appoints
Royal Commissions to investigate. ° Nearly
every session a Royal Commission is appointed
to inguire into one matter or another. One
of the arguments put forward in support of
the Bill was that the Committee would avoid
the necessity- for the appointment of so many
select committees and Royal Commissions, If
that assumption is correct it would be wise to
allow this paragraph fo remain in the Bill,

The MINRISTER FOR WORKS: [ am in

accord with what the hon. member has said,’

but he has misunderstood me in regard to the
Wyndham Meat Works, and thought I was
making an attack upon his late Government.
Had the Government, which started these
works, received the assistance and advice of
such a ecommittee as this, T do not think the
works would have been proceeded with.

The CHAIRMAN: No further discussion
can take place upon the words preceding *‘in-
quiry,’’ unless by consent of the Committee
the member for Roebourne withdraws his
amendment. :
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Mr. WILLQOUK: [ called paragraph (e)
at the same time as the hon. member. You

‘gave precedence to him and I did not know

in what direetion he intended to meove, My
intention was Lo move to strike out the para-
graph, 1f the hon, member will not withdraw
bis aniendment, am T preeluded from diseus-
sing paragraph (¢)?

The CHALRMAN: T regret to say that is
sa.
Mr. WILLCOCK: What remedy have I
when one hon. member calls paragraph (e)
and [ do the sowe thing?

The CHAIRMAXN: An hon. wmember whe
does the right thing will in the meantime ask
for leave to withdraw his amendwent so that
the matter that is required to be dealt with
by another hon. member can first be placed
hefore the Committee.

Mr. Teesdale: [ am going on with it. I
am goiug to stand to my amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member ean
move it’ again unless the pavagraph is struck
out.

Mr. Teesdale: 1f that is so T will with-
draw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,,
Mr. WILLCOCK: T move an amendment—

That paragraph {(¢) be struck out.

This is a Public Works Bill and we should re-
strict the committee to matters appertaining
to public works. When it is necessary to ap-
point a scleet committee membera are unsually
chosen who have a knowledge of the subject
and are interested in it. The appointment of
such seleet committees should still be possible,
and the work should not eame within the-
scope of the public works ¢ommittee. I am
opposed to any general matter being referred
te the public works committee.

The Prémier: I do not mind these words
Leing struck out.

Mr. LATHAM: T hope the paragraph will
not be deleted. The Premier assured me by
interjection that the, Bill would obviate the
necessity for having so many select commit-
tees, '

The PREMIER: Inquiries by this com-
mittee will be limited to inquiries by public
works that come under Statutes. Tt will be
quite unnecessary to have a Royal Commis-
sion or select committee to inquire into most
matters affecting a great proportion of the
activities of the Government. T have no oh-
jection te the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the ciause, -az
amended, agreed to.

Clause 13—Conditions precedent te com-
mencing public works:

Hon, P. COLLIER: Subelause ¢ seems to-
have been badly drafted. It speaks of a
motion by the Minister or any member of
the Assembly.

The Premier:
with the eclause
measure,

I think this is in conformilr
in the South Australix:
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The werds *‘motion
made’'’ may be interpreted to mean ‘‘motion
moved.’?

The Premier:
to make it,

Hon, P. COLLIER: In order to remove
any doubt about the matter, I think the word
““motien’’ should be altered te rcad ffresolu-
tion.”’

The Premier: What does the member for
Kanowna say about it?

Hon. T. Walker: Strietly speaking, the
words have the meaning the Governmeut place
upen themn.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It goes beyond that
however, beeause the subclanse reads: **Upon
motion made in the usual manner by the
Miunister or by any member of the Legislative
Assembly,”’ and so on. If the subelause wers
amended to provide that upon a resolution car-
ried in the usual manner by the House, the
propeszd work should be referred to the com-
mittee for report, it would make the position
elearer.

Several members interjected.

Hon. P. Collier resumed his seat.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The member for
Boulder has the floor.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In view of the infer-
ruptions, I will not bother to go on.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the Leader of the
Opposition has been interrupted so much that
he cannot proceed

The CHAIRMAN: That is a reflection up-
on the Chair, T desire to give every hon.
member ample opportunity for discussion.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T withdraw any reflee-
tion npon the Chair. T think an amendment
could be moved to omit the words ‘‘the Minis-
ter or by any member of’’ and that wouid
reetify the position.

Hon. T. WALKER: If there is to be any
attempt to improve the subelause to make it
clear and specifie, the amendment suggested
by the Leader of the Opposition is the

Yo have to carry a meotion

correct one, beeause the Lepislative Assembly -

does not move a motion.

Mr. Wilteock: Tt is made by the Honse.

The Minister for Agrieulturc: Tt must be
completed to be ““made.”’

Hon, T. WALKER: The subclanse as it
stands elcarly means that the motion nmst be
completed in the affirmative or, in other
words, ‘‘made,”’ No other mecaning ean be
given to the subclause as it stands now. As
the Leader of the Opposition has pointed out,
however, there is a eertain amount of am-
biguity about the subeclause, hecause a motion
may be amended and adopted in its amended
form. There is room for some specious argu-
ment on the point, T move an amendment—

That in line 1 the words ‘‘ motion made’*
be struck out, with a view to inscrting other
words.

Mr. MONEY: T take it that it is intended
to refer resolutions passed by the Assembly or
the Legislative Council to the Committee.

Hon. T. Walker: XNo, the report has to he
made te this Chamber.

years.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MONEY: Clause 12 provides for the
committee to consider and report upon cer-
tain matters at the request of either House of
Parliament by a specific resolution. Clause
12 refers to ‘‘Parliament.’’

Hon. P, Collier: The Bill further, however,
sets out how such works must be initiated and
that clearly shows that they must be initiated
in the Legislative Assembly. Subelanse 2 of
Clavse 13 provides that every such proposed
work shall in the first place be snbmitted and
expluined in the Legislative Assembly by a
Minister of the Crown.

Mr. MOXEY: But Subelause 4 provides
for a Minister or any member of the Legis-
Intive Assembly 1o take aetion.

Hon. T. WALKER: There is ne contradie-
tion, because Clause 13 defines what is the
necessary precedent to any such aetion, Tt
provides that any work, the estimated cost
of whieh excecds £20,000, shall be explained
in the Legislative Assembly by the respon-
sible Minister and may, by resolution of the
House, be referred to the public works com-
mittee. Any such proposal must originate in
this Houge. :

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. T. WALEKER:
mnent-—

That the words ‘‘resolution carried’! be
inserted in lieu of the words struck out.

T mosve an amend-

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. T. WALKER:
ment—

That after “*by’! in Iline 1, the words
‘“the Minister or by any member of’’ b
struck out. '

1 move an amend-

The subelause will then provide that upon re-
solution carried in the usual manner by the
Legislative Assembly the propesed work shall
he referred to the committee for {heir report
thercon.

Amendment put and passed; the Clause, as
amended; agreed to.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Cianse .H—Circumstances under which
negatived proposals may be ve-submitted:

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt would be better to
provide that a proposal shouldl not be re-
submitted during the saume session rather than
that a period of one ycar must elapse. A
new Parlinment might be clected and the
Government, though having the confidence of
the people, might be opposed te a certain
proposal, and thus it would be possible for
a desirable project to be held up for two
T move an amcndment—

That in line 5 the words ‘“ane year from
the date of the resolution’’ he struck out
with a view to inserting ‘‘the sessien in
which the resolution was carried.”’

The PREMIER: The amendment is un-

necessary. Jf the hon. member reads the
clause carvefully, he will find that it will meet
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all requiremenis. If some material change
did happen warranting ihe re-submission of a
question, the Government, bound by a ma-
jority of the House, could have the matter
re-opeted. N

Mr. Willeock: What is the objeetion to my
amendment?

The PREMIER: Every work will be sub-
mitted by the Government.

Mr. Willcock: 1 hope not.

The PREMIER: Work involving such ex-
penditure must be submitted by the Govern-
ment,

Mr. Willecock: But the clause as worded
might cause a certain work to be held up for
nearly two years,

The PREMIER: Not if, in the opinion of
the House, the work was desirable.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier has not
combated my argument. If I introduced an
important national proposal at the end of
one session and it was negatived, it would be
impossible for me to re-submit it until the
end of the following session, notwithstanding
that events meanwhile demonstrated that its
re-submission wasg desirable. .

Hon, T. WALKER: I support the amend-
ment. Any member to get a majority of the
House to vote for the re-submission of a publie
work would need to advance good reasons.
The question is whether wc should deprive
even a private member of a right. Sometimes
a single individual sees further than the col-
lective minds, without information, on a par-
tienlar question. His knewledge of or con-
tact with the theme enubles him to educate
the House to an appreciation of the position.
At the risk of raising a smiling sneer, [
might instance the Espcrance Railway, How
many times did a single individual champion
that work before it became a matter for the
cognisance of the majority9 One individual
should have the opportunity of drawing the
attention of the House and the country to
the necessity for some great public work. I
am a great believer in liberty, the right of
every individual to draw attention to a griev-
ance, or the necessity of a great undertaking
for the public good. Anything that puts a
check upon the right of an individual mem-
ber ia a retrograde step. What is to he
gained by the interval of a year? Let us ap-
ply to this, the rule that applies to all other
legislation, that it shall not be considered
twice in the same session. That is all the
hon. member asks. Circumstances may arisc
within 12 months to make a work rejected
to-day necessary to-morrow.

The Premier: I do mot think we should
put the country to the expense of two in-
quiries.

Hon. T. WALEKER: We ghall not do that.
Unless the matter was hacked up by very
foreible and convineing argument, there
would be no chance of putting the country to
the expense of an inquiry. What chance
would there be of any private member carry-
ing a resolution in this Chamber with the
Government against him, and with the com-
mittee who would speak authoritatively on
the subject?
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Mr. Davies: He may bring up the matter
and take up a lot of time.

Hon., T. WALKER: And if he bhas con-
vineing arguments, and can show a majority
in the Chamber that times have altered, that
circumstances have arisen to show that what
was unneeessary yesterday is necessary to-
day, why should he not be able to do =09

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clavse 15—During recess the Governor
may refer matters to the committee:

Mr, PICKERING: I would like to ask
whether the proviso of this clause conflicts
with Clanse 12. The proviso sets aut that
the committee ‘‘shall not report on any
matter of inquiry under paragraph (a) of
Subsection 1 of Section 12 .., . until sueh
matter shall have been referred to them by
one of the Houses of Parliament.’’ Should
not the closing words be ¢‘Legislative
Agsembly,’’

The PREMIER: Clause 12 provides that
the report shall be made ultimately to Par-
liament. Either House may refer a matter
to the committee and the report must be
submitted to Parliament. The, proviso is
in perfect order.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 16 to 28—agreed to.

Clause 29—Fxpenses of members of com-
mittee:

The PREMIER: It will be remembered
that during the second reading discussion
various members pointed out that similar
committees to this received fees in all the
other States of the Commonwealth naving
such legislation. A general opinion was ex-
pressed that the members of this committee
should receive some small remuneration. I
thought it wise to adopt the wish of the
House and move an amendment accordingly.
My proposal iz that each ordinary member
of the committee shall receive one pguinea’
for ecach sitting, and the chairman 134
guineas for each sitting, but that there
shall not be more than one sitting of the
committee on one day, and that there shall
be limits of 200 guineas which may be
earned by the members of the committes
and of 300 guineas which may be earned by
the chairman in any one year. I do mnot
expect, of course, that the committee will
sit 200 days per annum, or anything like it.
Neither do I think 1t will be necessary for
the committee to sit for any great number
of days during the year; certainly not after
the first couple of years of the committee’s
life. I move an amendment—

That the following subelauses be in-
serted, to stand as (1) and (2) and (4)
respectively:— ¥ (1) The chairman of the
committee shall be entitled to recéive by
way of remuncration for his services an
attendance fee of £1 1ls. 6d4. for his
attendance zt any duly snmmoned meet-
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mg of the committee at whieh a quornm
is present. Every member of the com-
mittee other than the chairman shall be
entitled to receive by way of remunera-
tion for his services an atiendance fee of
£1 1s. for his attendance at any duly
summoned wmeeting of the committee at
which a quorum is present. Provided
that no member shall be entitled to re-
ceive more than one attendapce fee in
respeet of the same day, notwithstanding
that he attends more than one meeting
‘on such day. (2) Notwithstanding any-
thing in this sectiom, the total amount
payable for attendance feeg shall not ex-
ceed in any one year 300 guineas in the
case .of the chalrma.n or 200 guineas in
‘the case of any other member, and in
respect of the financial year ending on
the 30th day of June, 1922, shall not ex-
ceed 150 guincas in the case of the chair-
‘man or 100 guineas in the case of any
wother member. (4) The office of chair-
man or of member of the committee shall
not on account of any payment received
pursuant to this Act be decmed to be an
office of profit within the meaning of the
<Constitution Acts Amendment Act, 1899,
and the- ehairman or a member of the
committee shall not on Account of any
such payment be deemed to undertake,
eXecute, hold, enjoy, enter into, or aceept

any con{ract, agreement or commission
made or entered into with, under or
from any person for or on aceount

of the Government of the said State

within the meaning of the said Aect so as

to render vacant or void the seat in Par-
liament of such chairman or member, or

. to render null his election to Parlinment,
or to render him incapable of sitting or
voting as a member of Parliament, or
liable to any forfeiture or penalty for so
sitting or voting.”’

Mr. TEESDALE: T regret indeed that
the Premier has allowed hon. members to
sway him from his personal intentions re-
garding the Bil, A member of Parliament
is paid a veasonable salary for what he
does; and T contend that under the Bill, as
now proposed to be amended, members of
Parliament will be receiving more salary
than was intended at the. time thev were
elected. At the risk of being charged with
seeking a cheap advertisement, I say we
are being paid now the full amount which
we wore sent here to earn. Therefore it is
inconsistent on the part of the Premier to
atiach these salaries to the members of the
propased committee, There is no reason
for it whatever, We are paid at se much
per annum for our work in Parliament; and
the members of the eommittee will not he
working in the Assembly or in the Council
when engaged on the work of the com-
mittee, and therefore they will be earning
double’ salaries, which I contend the State
ia not at the presemt time in a position to
pay. I regret that in this connection the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Premier should have exposed himself to a
very reasonable charge of inconsistency.
Moreover, it is absurd to lay.down that the
work of expert officers shall be judged by
members of this committee, who have no
special knowledge of the particular work
of such officers. Why should an official be
harassed in regard to tne construction, for
instance, of a jetty in the North-West by
laymen who at most know something of the
construction of a fowl-house? T ask the
Premier to reconsider his intention to tack
this additional thousand a year on to a
salary list whieh is already very high, It is
merely giving further opportunity to a publi¢
that already has sufficient against us. I
wish to stop the abuse and insult to which
cvery member of Parliament is subjected
hy the Press of Western Australia. A mem-
ber of Parliament cannot fravel to-day
without heing ¢alled a deadhead; he cannot
even ride second class without some silly
ass charging him with not having paid his
fare. Personally I am quite content to take
the salary which was fixed when T was eleeted
as representative of Roebourne, 1 trust the
Premier will withdraw the amendment.

My, ANGELO: 1 Jdo not favour the amend-
ment. If members who were liere two years
ago will cast their memories hack to the de-
hate on the increase of Iarlinmentary sal-
aries, they will recollect that ncarly cvery
member who spoke in favour of an increase
contended that members of Parliament had
to devote all their time to the duties of the
position. That was one of the chief reasons
why the inerease of £100 was given to mem-
hers,

Hon. P. Collier:

Mr, ANGELQ:

Mr. O’Loghlen:
ount that subjeet.

Oh, no!
1t is there in *‘Hansard.’’

Only five members spoke

Hon. P. Collier: There was a judicious
silence on that oceasion.
Mr, ANGELQ: We all came here on a

salary of £400 per annum, pledged to do our
utmost for the State and to give our time to
its advancement. Members representing dis-
tant electorates ave already giving up all their
time to the business of Parliament.

Hon. P. Collier: Not many are doing so.

My, ANGELO: It is mot a hardship on
members willing to serve on such a committee
as this to he asked fo give up their time, es-
pecially hearing in mind that all their ex-
penses will be paid, We know that the Wheat
Marketing Roxal Commission sat for eight
solil months, and did excellent work, and
were not even reintbursed their expenses. Yet
they did not ask for any extra remuneration.
There was also the seleet committee which in-
quired into lunacy administration. The com-
mittee sat for three or four months, and the
members thereof were ont of pocket over the
matter.  Any member who is appointed to
this committee and then finds that he cannot
spare the time required, will be at liberty to
resign. I am not in favour of increasing the
cost of Parliament.



19 Noveuser, 1921.]

Alr, PICKERING: T Jdo not agree that
only those in a position to afford the luxury
should have seats on this proposed committee.
We were returned by our electors, not as
potential members of such a couumittee, but
as members of Parliament.

Mr. Angelo: Returned to give our time to
the services of the country.

Mr. PICKERING: That is vight, but the
conntry appreciates the tact that our work
as members of Parliament is not too well re-
munerated, and that it was not intended that
we should give extra time to the work of the
proposed committee, at all events not without
duc remnucration, Nobody will contend that
the snggested guinea per sitting is toe much
remuneration.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 support the amendment.
Of conrse the wmember for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale) bas no fime tor the amendment,
nor indeed for even the appointment of the
propostil committee. Avowedly his one ob-
jeet is to provide jetties which will allow the
pastoralists to get their wool away.

The Minister for Works: He wants to get
their woul off.’

Mr. LAMBERT: Well, not even a jetty
wonld Le required to get the Minister's wool
ofl at times. Lt is time the member for Roe-
bourue learnt that there is more to be done
for the State than the making of provision
for a few squatters who are peopling it with
their black-gins, One requirement of the
North is representatives in Parliament who
will take a broad view of the many complex
questions with which Tarlinment has to deal.
It is to be hoped that, irrespective of the ery
for cconomy, hon. members will take the view
that Parliawment requires instruetion in the
wmany public undertakings essential to the
economie life of the State. Had we had such
a comrittee years ago, probably there wonld
have l:een no deficit to-lay. We have rail-
ways earning less than axle grease, railways
which should be promptly removed to locali-
ties where they could earn a handsome profit,

The CHATIRMAN: What has that to do
with the payment of fees to the members of
the proposed conmittee?

My, LAMBERT: This: that if a man he
worth employing, he is worth paying. 1t ap-
plics to even the position of Chairman of
Committees. Tf the Chairman be worth eleet-
ing to the post, snrely he is worth paying!
I hope the memhers of the proposed eomnmit-
tec will be fittingly recompensetl for their
services,

Hon. T: Walker: To be economical, some-
times we have to spend money,

Mr, LAMBERT: That is so. Parliament
requires a competent committee, such as that
proposed, to instruct it in respect of the many
important undertakings which it has to de-
cide upon. Parliament should no longer be
the playground of party politics. The sooner
a curb is put upon the game by a competent
tribunal the better, Those who play to the
gallery profess to believe that the number of
menibers of Parliament should be reduced.
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The saving effected by such a mistaken policy
would be 2 mere bagatelle,

Mr. Latham: Suppose 30 members were
cut ont?

Mr. LAMBERT: Then the lion. member
would have more than a nodding acqnaint-
ance with his farm. I hope members will re-
cognise that to make the proposed committee
an effective body devoting their energy and
ahility to the instruction of Phrlizment on
all important public works, it is advisable
that such a committee be duly reuwmnerated.

Mrs, COWAXN: 1 am not in favour of
members being paid for work which should
be rendered as part of their ovdinary parlia-
mentary duaties. We were not brought here iw
the expeetation of receiving extra pay for work
that will amount to that of ormlimary seclect
comunittee work. I support the member for
Rovbourne and the member for Gaseoyne in
their attitude on this question. If members
have the necessary ability and are competent
te do the work they should be allowed to do
it for out of pocket cxpenses, at all events
for the first 12 months, or until they have
proved that they have suffered such a pecu-
niary loss as a result of the services they have
rendered that they cannot do it further with-
out paymcent,

Mr. A, THOMSON:  Tf this committee is to
perform the services which the Premier hopes:
it will perform,and whieh this Chamber ex-
peets of it, it will mean the saving of thous-
ands of pounds to Western Australia. Those
metubers who are appointed to serve on the
committee will have to devote practieally the
whole of their time during the year to carry-
ing out their duties. They are expeected to do
this for their parlianmentary allowanee off
£400 a year, whereas MMinisters, becnuse they
are employed the whole of their time, receive
from £1,500 o vear downwards. If Ministera
receive this amount of extra remuneration the
sum of £1 1s a day should not be too much
for those wmembers who serve on this com-
mittee,

Mr. Teesdale: What abont deducting the
money from Miuisters’ salavies, because this
cemmittee will relieve them of n good deal
of work?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The State should be
prepared te pav for the services which mem-
bers are called upon to do in this special
wav,

My, TROY: T do not propose to vete
agninst the amendment. The argnment used
agninst it by eertain members would be feas-
iMle if every wember took a turn in serving
upon the eommittee, but it is proposed that
the whole of the work shonld be done by
three members who will be asked to earry the
whole of the resnonsibility upon their shoul-
ders. It is unfair to ask threc members to
accept all this work without some recompense.

Mr. Teesdale: Could not every member
take a share in it?

Mr. TROY: The Bill does not make pro-~
vision for that, T am surprised at members
taking up the allegedly lofty attitude that
they are paid to o a certain thing and ought
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to do it. Let them do the -work, provided that
every member takes a turn in serving the
eouniry in this way.

Mz, Angelo: A member could resign after
six months on the committee,

Mr. TROY: Members do not roceive a
salary; it is a parliamentary allowanee. It
is tree the amount is £400 a year, but when
travelling expenses, clectioneering expenses
and so forth are taken inte account it does

.not leave anything more than £200 a year.
The public should understand that members
of Parliament do not draw £400 a year for
their services. For my part, T have never
drawn a single penny from the House except
my salary, during the 20 years I have been
here, for any work that T have done on select
committees. T do not like this Bill at all

Mrs, Cowan: Members are not bound to
take on the work if they do not want it.

Hon. P, Collier: If you take up that at-
titude, there will be no committee

Mrs. Cowan: There will be soine members
who will take it.
Mr, TROY: It has been suggested that

metropolitan members should do the work.
Are they the only ecompetent people in the
Housc? Do not members already attend to
their own business as well as their parlia-
mentary duties? Why should we pretend that
we are here to devote the whole of our time to
the country when fully 80 per cent. of us have
other business to carry on! If Parliament
is poing to place 2ll this responeibility "upon
three members, some additional remuneration
should be provided for them. There must be

a continuity of office on this committee if the-

work i8 to be a soceess. The whole value of
the work lies in the continnity of knowledge
that is gained by service over an cxtended
period.

Hon. P. Collier:
greater things. .

Mrs. Cowan: Why not let the committee do
all the work and abolish Parliament?

Mr. TROY: Tf the hon. member will move
that the Bill be read this day six months, 1
will support her. But the member for West
Perth wants the measure. She wants mem-
hers to o this work but she knows that
only a certain number of them will be able
to do it. TIf that is so, they should be paid.

Mrs. Cowan: Only three can do the work.

Mr. TROY: At any rate, I will express
my opinion to that effeet, because I cannot
copscientiongly vote for members to be com-
pelled to do certain work under the Bill and
receive mo payment, while others escape sueh
an obligation,

Mr, SAMPSON: The work of the proposed
committee will call for special ability and
undivided concentration. The duties will be
in addition to those of the ordinary member.
Since I have been a member of the House,
I have been surprised at the hours the work
of Parliament demands from a member.

Mrs. Cowan: T agree with vou; there is
plenty of work for members of Parliament.

Mr. SBAMPSON: I am of opinion that the
payment suggested is reasonable and proper.

Tt is a stepping stone to
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No far-seeing elector will find fault with the
proposal. We are fully aware that members
of Parliament are supposed to give their
time to the service of the country, and the
work of the committee will make additional
demands upon the members appointed. The
amendment ig justified and I am prepared to
face my electors on the question, because I
am thoroughly convinced that not one per
cent. of the electors will not realise that the
duties imposed upon the committee call for
special ability, for which they will be pre-
pareid to pay.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 30, 31—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(POINT WALTER).

Couneil’s Message.

Message rceeived from the Council noti-
fying that it had agreed to the Bill subject
to an amendment, in whieh the Council de-
sired the concurrence of the Assembly.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Couneil’s Requested Amendments.

Schedule of nine amendinents requested by
the Legislative Council now considered.

Te Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 5, Subclause 1, paragraph
G.—After the word ‘‘aidvances’’ insert ‘‘not
excecding three shillings per bushel,’’ and
add the words ‘“and may charge the wheat
acquired under this Act and the proceeds
with the repayment of advaneces.’’

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I intend to move that the Couneil’s amend-
went be agreed to with the following modi-
fications: (1) Omit the words proposed to
be inserted, namely, ‘“not exceeding 3s. per
bushel,”’ and (8) That after the word
‘‘eharges’’ in line 4¢ of paragraph (b) of
Clause 5, insert the following:—*‘But so far
ay advances are required for the interim pay-
ments to the vendors of wheat, the amount of
such advance shall not exceed a sum equal
to 3s. per bushel net to the vendors.’”’ The
reason I desire the modification is that the
amendment suggested by the Legislative
Council to insert the words ‘‘not execeeding
3s. per bushel,’’ will practically limit the Ka-
bility of the Goverament to 3s. It will mean
that the Government will not be able to ad-
vanee a greater sum than 2s. 4d. on wheat
delivered at the siding, because handling
charges on wheat, after delivery from the
siding, will mean a further 8d., which will
bring the amount up to 3s., at which figure
the Council proposes to limit the liability of
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the Government. The proceeds from the sale
of the wheat this season are likely to be
fairly slow. It may be that during the course
of three or four months, it will be found
advisable to make a further interim payment
te the farmers. The proposed amendment of
the Legislative Council would preclude any
such action because, until the money was act-
ually in hand, no further payment couid be
made,

Hon. . Collier: You are rejecting the
amendment; it is not a modification.

The” MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The only part I am rcjecting i3 that refer-
ring to '‘excceding 3s. per bushel.’’  The
Counecil’'s amendment also includes the words
““and may charge.”’ 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the Council’s amendment be modi-
fied by omitting the words ‘‘not exceeding
3s. per bushel’’ : )

Hon. P. Coltier: I am not sure that it is
possible to move as you suggest.

The MINISTFR FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 have taken the best adviee available, and
I am advised that [ can do it in that form,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know who

advised the Minister that the pro-
posed variation is im order, It secms
to me it is distinetly out of order. The

first amendment suggested by the Couneil is
to insert certain words after "‘advance’’ in
paragraph 6 of Subelause 1 of Clause 5, The
Minister does not propose to amend that por-
tion of the amendment but moves to disagree
with it entircly., Then we come to the end
of paragraph (b), where another place has
added the words ‘‘and may charge the wheat
sequired under this Act and proceeds with the
repayment of advanees.”’ There are two dis-
tinct amendments made by another place.
The Minister disagrees entircly with the first,
and hig proposed modification disagrees en-
tirely with the second alse. So, in effect the
Minister disapgrees with both the amendments
made in another place, and proposes to insert
an entirely new amendment. I submit that
it is mot eompetent for the Minister to do
that.

The Minister for Agriculture: I do not
propose to strike out the second part of the
amendment.

Hon, P, COLLIER: From the reading by
the Chairman of the proposed modification,
I understood that the Minister did propose to
strike out the second part of the Couneil’s
amendment. If the Minister merely wishes
to add words to the Council’s amendment, of
ceurge he will be in order in 9o doing. - But,-
whereas the Couneitl has added certain words
to the end of the paragraph, the Minister
certainly proposes to take those words and
ingert them in the middle of the paragraph.

The CHATRMAN: The Constitution Aect
provides that in the case of a Bill which
originated in the Assembly, the Council may
at any stage return it to the Assembly with
a message requesting the omission or amend-
ment of any of the items or provisions therein,
and the Assembly may, if it thinks fit, make
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such amendments with or without modifica-
tion. Therefore, in my opinion, the Minister is
quite in order in moving for the modifieation
of the Couneil'’s amendment, and [ think the
words proposed by the Minister are a fair
modification of the Council’s amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: The Council has added
--not ingerted—certain words to paragraph
(b). Is the Minister in order in moving that,
instead of those words being adided where the
(‘pune¢il has put them, they shall be inserted
in the middle of the clause?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, certainly.
Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
move—

That the Council’s amendment be further
meditied by adding the following words at
the end of paragraph (b): ‘‘But so far as
advances are rvequired for the-interim pay-
ments to the vendors of wheat the amount
of such advances shall not exceed a sum
equal to 3s. per bushel net to the vendors.’”

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment, ag modified, made.

No. 2. Clause 6, Subelavse (4).—Strike
out the word ‘‘may,’’” in line 1, and inscrt
llshal]")

No. 3. (Clause 11.— After the word
““wheat,’’ in line 5, insert the words ‘‘sub-
jeet to such seetion.’’

Ou motions hy the Minister for Agrieul-
ture, the foregoing amendments were made.

No. 4 Clause 13.—BStrike out the words
“¢Provided that such price shall not exceed
seven shillings a bushel.’”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This amendment deals with the fixing of the
price of wheat for local econsumption on the
basis of London parity with a maximum of
7a. a bushel. Although I rccognise that this
House passed the proposal by a fairly sub-
stantial majority, I ask the Cemmittee to
make this amendment. At the moment it
does not seem likely that this maximum will
be reached.

Mr. A. Thomson:

tate.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes; at the moment, it seems that the mar-
ket has collapsed.

Hon. P. Collier: It has not collapsed lo-
cally; consniers here are still paying 9s. a
busghel.

Mr. A. Thomson: They have only six wecks
more to go.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The present position is not due so mueh to
the wheat afloat not being absorbed as to the
incapacity of the Continental countries to hny
wheat, and it has been brought about by the
sudden exportation of American wheat whiech
has had to be absorbed on the London market
alone, and by the speculation in the Chicago
wheat pit. Speenlation there recently has
apparently been almost as great as specula-

Unfortunately for the
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tion with regard to the German mark whieh,
as members know, is now worth less than a
farthing. At present the mark is quoted at
1,050t to the pound sterling. Chicago specula-
tors gamble in wheat and sell and buy
thirteen times wore than the whole of the
production of the United States, which is the
higgest wheat-producing country in the world.
That gambling has tended to bring about the
present position. How long it will operate or
how long it will be before the market re-
covers, 1 cannot say. The basis in South
Australia to-day is equivalent te about 4s. 11d.
per bushel f.o.b., which would mean about
4s. 34. net to farmers at sidings, Therefore,
it does not seem that the maximum for loeal
wonsumption, if fixed at 7s., is likely to be
reached. [ recognise, however, that this
Chamber fixed that amount by a substantial
majority, and 1 will leave it to the judgment
of the Committee ag to whether they make
the amendment. I move— ’

That the amendment be made.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 ask the Committee
to resist the requested amendment. £ recog-
nise that it is quite possible, and indeed prob-
able, that the operation of this provision will
have no effeet during the next 12 montha.
Members of another place must bave had
some reason for requesting the striking out
©0f these words. They must have been of
-opinicn that therc was a possibility of the
price of wheat again rising during next year
8¢ that the provision would operate.

The Minister for Agriculture: I think their
line of argument was that, if it was fair to
fix a maximom, it would be fair to fix a
Ininimum.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Were members of an-
other place unable to see that the Bill does
provide a minimum price and, having regard
to the price of wheat in the world’s markets
‘to-day, a very fair minimum too?

My, Mann: They sugpested 5s. a bushel

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are very gen-
«erous with other people’s money. The parity
value is about 4s. Ud.; it certainly would not
exceed 33, The Government guarantee of 3s,
a bushel at sidings represents a minimum of
about 3s. Bd. a bushel at the seaboard. Surely
that is a fair minimnm, having regard to the
present price of wheat thronghout the world.
Yet members of another place say it would
not be fair to fix a maximum when ne mini-
mum is fixed. They amended the very clause
in which the Government fixed the minimum
by guaranteecing 3s. a bushel at sidings.

The Premier: They only did that to pre-
vent the Government from advaneing more
than 3s.

Mr. Harrison interjected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: To be consistent they
shonld have struck out the provision guar-
anteeing 3s. a bushel at sidings. The Com-
mittee would stultify itself if it made the
amendment. This is a money Bill. The
Council has insisted on suggesting amend-
ments to Bills of this class for years past,
although the Standing Orders and the Con-
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stitution do not permit them to do 0. If
only on prineiple, members shonld stand by
their derision., The Minister has told a4
that the world’s market for wheat has col-
lapsed. T want to vemiwl him again, as T
have aircady done by interjection, that it
has not vcollapsed for the eonsumer in West-
ern Australia, The member for Avon (M-
Harrison) said something ahout a living
wage., Farmers are not entitled to much con-
sideration from the consumers  when  the
world ‘s parity price is not more than 4s. 6d.
and yet, right up to the 31st December, con-
sumers of this State will be compelled to pay
9s. a hushel. 1t is an absolute scandal that
sueh a condition of things should he per-
mitted by the Government. [How c¢an the
Goverument maintain the price of 9s, till the
el of the year? Do they intend to withhold
sales in the local market of new season’s
wheat in ovder that they may be able teo
obtain their pound of flesh in the shape of
9s. a Dbushel till the end of the vear? 1%
can only be done by withholding sales of
new Season’s wheat from the local market.
In ordinary cirenmstances the new scason’s
wheat should be available shortly,

Mr, Latham: It is of no use for flour, any-
how,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government,
backed by Parliamentary authovity, propose
to hold it off the market till the end of the
year in order to get 9s. a bhushel from local
consumers.

Mr. Harrison: Our consumers have been
on a rattling good wicket for a uumber of
YOArs,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon. member pre-
fers this year to see the Germans on a good
wicket rather than the people of Woestern
Australia on a fair wicket.

Mr, Latham: At the rate of the mark,
they are.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The value of the Ger-
man mark has nothing to do with it, We
are not concerned with the question of what
our wheat ceats the Germnns. What we are
coneerned with is the price the grower gets
tor whoeat sold to the Germans and to the
Asiatics. The grower isx getting about 55 a
hushel for wheat for export, and 9a. a bushel
is being exaeted from the consumers of this
State, Yet, when we insert a fair and reas-
onable provision that the price of wheat for
the next 12 monthy, taking all the chances
of the market, shall not exceed 78, a bushel,
another place requests us to strike it out. I
hope the Committee will be consistent in the
vote they gave when the matter was lasi
before us. The manner in which the consum-
ing public of Western .Australin has been
treated by the local wheat board, which has
stood out to the last hour for 93, a bushel,
is nothing short of a seandal, T tell members
who represent the primary producers that,
when in time to come they are under the
necessity of approaching the Iouse for fin-
ancial assistance, the attitude they have
adopted on this question will go against
them.
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The PREMLER: | desire to correct the
‘impression that may have been created by the
‘remarks of the Leader of the Opposition,
The consumers of this State bave had a tre-
mendous advantage as a result of the pool. [
.think this has amounted to over Z£300,000,
representing the differenee bhetween the price
paid for local consumption and the parity
price.

Hon. I'. Collier: Yon are going back sev-
ceral years,

The PREMIER: Last year the farmer sold
his wheat at 7s. 8d., about 4s. less than the
~world’s price. This vear the price has tallen,
.and to-day the consumer is payiug moere than
its world value.

Hon, P. Collier: It is rohbery.

The PREMIER: If it is robbery, the
farmer was robbed last year and in previous
Jyears. To-day wheat is worth about 53 a
bushel. An endeavour was made in this
.House .to fix the maximum price at 7s. Al-
thongh the market has collapsed, I do not
think the prieec will remain as low as it is.
1t flour were sent into this State from South
Avstralia, made from free wheat, it would
create an awkward position. It is possible
.that the free-selling wheat in the Eastern
States will alter the position in this State.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The law regulating
the price of wheat is subject to alteration ac-
-cording to circomstances. The Premier has
offered no argument to prove that we should
‘give:way on this matter. The majority of
the people concur in the decision arrived at
by this Chamber, Because another place,
prompted by avarice and greed, has elimin-
ated thia provision, which aimed at giving
the people a fair deal, we find the Minister

tamely sobmitting to the dietates of that
place.
The Minister for Agriculture: I am not

tomely submitting.
Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: Why not take a stamdl
against another place, and say that we who
represent the consuming publie arc prepared
- to stand by the measure as we sent it forth?
There will be a lot of trouble confronting the
.Minister when the other States try to capture
this market. How is the Minister going to
maintain this artificial price and perscrve the
.alleged benefits of the pool against the free
selling wheat of the Enastern States? I re-
gret the attitude of the people of South Aus-
tralia and Victoria in regard to the pool. Ap-
parently the Government of this State is in
.favour of keeping up an artificial price.
The Minister for Agriculture: We are
keepiug an honourable agreement, and we are
going to meet the situation when it arises.
Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The situation for the
consnmer arose long ago.
The Minister for Agriculture:
-other States are going to do.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: An agreement ceases
to be an honourable agreement when it re-
“presents extortion from the bulk of the peo-
‘ple.
. Mr. Latham: Why did you not apply that
‘to the farmer last year$

Just as the
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Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: JMembers talk ubout
the farmer giving so much benefit to the con-
sumer last year, Did the farmer ever anti-
eipate getting the priec he did get?

Mr. Latham; XNo, but he sold a lot of his
wheat at a retten price previously for the
benefit of the publie.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: Beeanse he had no
community backing. Where would he be with-
out that?

AMr, Latham: And brought his wife and
children to slavery, which you people are sup-
posed to prevent.

Hon, P. Collier: We have done more than
the crowd you arc associnted with.

The CHAIRMAN: Onrder!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member need
not try to seore a point by bringing in the
sentimental plea. Judging from the statistics
the favimers arve in a happier and more finan-
cial position than any other bedy of people
in Australia.

Mr. A, Thomsou:
that to the 1.A.B.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The TAB. has dis-
charged many hundreds of elients.

Mr. Troy: There are men on the LAB,
who have big bank balances.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: That is so. When the
advocates of the farmers plead poverty for
the class they represent, their plen will not go
down. Their peverty is nothing in eompari-
son with that of the people who have such
difficulty in making ends meet beeause of the
cost of living. Because the privileged (*ham-
ber, representing hut a handful of the people
of Western Australia, has eliminated a pro-
vigion inserted by this Chamber the Govern-
ment will not stand up against it, We shouli
be lacking in our duty to the people if we did
not iusist upon this. | am not prepared to
accopt the dietates of another place. The
great bulk of the people are being very hard
kit as n result of this artificial price of 9s.
Many of them have had to go out of the pig
raising and poultry industries, while the dairy-
ing industry has received a recling hlow.

Mr. Harrison: The price of wheat was not
fixed by this House,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: We have power to
vary the priee. The hon. member is not o
simpleton, even if he looks ome Ie knows
that the Wheat Bourd fixed the price at 9s.
He knows the Honse has to ratify the agree-
ment and could have varied the price.

Mr. Harrison: The agreemnent was a fair
one. Do you not stick te agreements made
under Arbitration awards?

Mr. O'LOGHLENX: When cireumstances
alter, one side or the other asks for the posi-
tion to be reviewed. If an agreement is un-
fair either party has the right to request a
review of the case.

Mr. Harrison: The price of wheat has been
reviewed. -

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yo, it is a hard and
fast price until the 31st December, notwith-
standing that wheat has been sold to the Ger-
mans at 6s. a bushel.

T wish you could prove
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The Ministor for Agrienlture: And agreed
to by every Government in Australia.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That does not make it
right. But for the primary producers the
pool would not have been established, It is
worderful to see a handful of men dictating
the policy of this country—just a handful
of men from the wheat arcas. If the great
hody of the consuming public had an oppor-
lunity to-morrow, they would speak in a
very different tone from that adopted by
Ministers to-day. Our wheat is being sold
to the Germans and to Asiaties at a price a
couple of shillings below that whieh is charged
to our oewn people. The artificial position
which has been created should no longer be
maintained: it should be reviewed by I'ar-
liament. Farmers in the wheat growing dis-
tricts, those at Dowerin, for instance, have
expressed their agreement in that proposition.
A great many of the farmers do not concur
in the exhibitions of cxorbitant greed given
here by members of the Country Party. Had
it not heen for the assistance rendered by the
people as a whole to the wheat growers in the
past, those wheat growers would have been
driven off their holdings, and much of the
wheat areas wonld now be a desert.

Mr., Latham: And where would the State
he then?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The people look for a
little gratitnde from the wheat growers,

Mr, Latham: We showed it last year.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Gratitude is being
shown in charging to the local consumer and
the local ponitry farmer a price of 9s. per
bushel, whilst our wheat is being 301d at much
lower rates for export to Germany and Asia.
The price of %3. for local consumpton was
fixed by the Australian Wheat Board at the
instanee of the wheatgrowers. The consum-
ers of Australia had not one representative
on that board. T hope the Committee will
adopt a tolerant attitude on this matter. The
farming eommunity to-day are in a fairly
gool position, thanks to State aid in the
past, and thanks to recent abnormal prices.
T.et us stick to our decision of a couple of
weeks ago; let us tell the members of another
place that the great consaiming publie of this
country must have their aspirations made ar-
ticulate.

Mr. MANN: T mean to be consistent, and
therefore T shall oppose the exclusion of the
clause, if in so speaking T put the position
carreetly. From my cntry into this Cham-
ber T have atriven for cheaper prices in he-
half of the consumers. T voted for the in-
clusion of the elause in the original Bill, and
my feeling is that it should remain, We
onght not to permit the unfortunate position
which nhtained in the past to be re-created.

Mr. LATHAM: T also have te be consiat-
ent, In iy opinion it is most unfair to fix
a maximum without fixing a reasonable mini-
mum. I am sure the Leader of the Opposi-
tion would mot have the Committec believe
that 3a. per bushel at sidings is a reasonable
price.

Members: That 3¢, 8 only an advance.
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Mr. LATHAM: T know that; but if the
wheat market collapses, that 3s. may prove
the total, the maximum. I heard the state-
ment made hy the Premier that there are still
15,010 clients on the books of the Industries
Assistance Board and the Agrieultural Bank.

Members: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. LATHAM: I understood the Premier

to say so. .
. Hon. P. Collier: The number is under
3,000.

Mr. A. Thomson: The member for York

is including Agriculteral Bank clients—the
whole of the clients of the Agrienltural Bank
and the Tndustries Asgistance Board, good
and had.

Mr. LATHAM: Anyhow, the fact is that
the farmers are not in the condition of pros-
perity the member for Forrest would have
us believe.

Mr, OLoghlen: Many of the elients of the
Agrieultural Bank and the Industries Assist-
ance Board are soldiers.

Mr., LATHAM: All the more reason for
supporting them, The prosperity of the
farmers, what there is of it, has been caused
by the high price of wool.

Mr, O'Loghlen: In the eastern districts
hardly a farmer has sheep; there is no fenc-
ing there.

Mr., LATHAM: Quite & nomber of farm-
ers in this State to-day are unable to make
ends meet. I hate to say it, but we hgve
some land on which it is not poessible to pro-
duee wheat profitably, and that land is held
by men in our agrieultural areas. These men
must reeeive gsome consideration. The farm-
ers do not want the consumers to carry them
on their baeks; T do mnot think any farmer
has ever suggested such a thing. There are
ne harder working people in the State than
the farmer and his family,

Mr. O'Loghlen: They are building up an
asset, and it improves while they sleep.

Mr. LATHAM: A beautiful asset, which
may easily ecome to ruin, if the predictions
of the Leader of the Opposition come true,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Compare. the position ef
the farmer with that of the wages man.

Mr. LATHAM: T acknowledge that some
years ago, when a Labour Government was
in power, the farmers did receive considera-
tion in this Chamher. But do we farmers
owe the State anything?

Mr. O’Loghlten: Yes.

Mr., LATHAM: No. The Btate owes
something to the men who remained out in
the wheat arcas. If this Chamber is not pre-
pared to fix a decent minimum wage for the
wheatgrowers, this Chamber has no fright to
fix & maximum price for their wheat. I am
not asking for a minimum price for wheat, 1
do not want it. But necither do T want a
maximum,

Mr, Boyland: You want a pool.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes; and the State wanta
it even more than the farmer does.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What about South Aus-
tralia?
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Mr. LATHAM: South Australia is al-
ready realising what it meang to have no
pool.

Mr, Corboy: So will you probably.

Mr, Marshall: A wheat pool is one of the
advantages of socialisation.

Mr. LATHAM: With refcrence to feed for
poultry and pigs, I followed the market
pretty closely during the year; and I know
that oats, which are a very good feed, have
been obtainable at a very reasonable price.
Moreover, the poultry and pig farmers could
have bought from the wheatgrower direct
five bags of wheat. Did they ever avail them-
selves of that opportunity? I know there has
been some ‘difficulty as regards the by-pro-
ducts of wheat; but, after all is said and
'done, the inconvenience has not been so great
ags some hon. members would bave the Com-
mittee believe. -

Mr. MULLANY: I regretted to hear the
Minister announce that he was prepared to
accept the Couneil’s amendment to delete the
clange providing that the price of wheat shall
not cxceed 7s. per bushel for loeal congump-
tion. The (Government have a duty to this
House, seeing that they are not representa-
tive of wheat growers alone. T represent some
of the consumers of Westorn Australia and in
my opinion 7s. per bushel, should the price
reach that figure next year, will be a very
fair price for the wheatgrowers to receive.

Hon, P, Collier: Only greedy people would
not aceept it.

Mr., MULLANY: Another place is within
its rights in attempting to amend any legis-
Jation which this Chamber forwards for con-
sideration, but members of this Chamber
would stultify themselves if they ngreed to
the amendment. T will not deal with the as-
pect raised by the member for Forrest re-
garding the price of 93. per bushel, for that
has no bearing on the proposed amendment,
T trust that the majority of the members will
adhere to the decision arrived at on a previous
oceasion when they made it clear that the
people should not be called upon to pay more
than 7s. a bushel for wheat for loeal con-
sumption next year. T do not see why we
should not endeavonr to set up seme stability
in thig industry and enable people embarking
in industries other than wheatgrowing to
know what they will be called upon to pay
for their wheat during the next 12 months. We
have been tolt that the lack of industrial sta-
bility has adversely affected the interests of
Aunstralia. At the present time, there is no
approximate knowledge of what we shall be
called upon to pay for wheat next year. We
should not be called upon to suffer because of
what is happeping in other parts of the world.
Is it fair to inflict a hardship upon the people
concerned in the mining industry, in order to
benefit another gection, beeause there is trouble
in another part of the world? The wheat-
growers are adopting a most unreasonable at-
titude, and I believe some members represent-
ing that section of the community, realisze the
reasonableness of that contention. T hope

tive Couneil.
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members will re-affirm the decision arrived at
during the earlier stages of the session.

Mr. A. THOMSON: As a matter of prin-
¢iple, T must protest againat certain state-

“ments that have been made in thizs House. Tt

is grossly unfair for members to say that the
farming community are adopting an unreason-
able and unwarranted attitude. I do not
think such a statement will influence the vote
of any memher of the House on this parti-
cular question. We know the result of the
division which was taken some time ago. It
is certainly unjust to say that the farming
community want something whick is not
reasonable. The member for Menzies contends
that it is time we had stability in connection
with our markets. That, unfortunately, is
impossgible, because we have no control over
the markets of the world. If we were producing
only sufficient wheat for our own require-
ments, we might be in a position to stabilise
the markets, When members like the Leader
of the Opposition and the member for For-
rest state that an overwhelming majority of
the people of thc metropolitan area are in
favour of the action taken by the Housc re-
garding the price of wheat, T have no doubt
that what they state is correct. The farming
community, however, have no control over the
markets. That section of the community are
comypelled by awards of the Arbitration Court
to pay certain rates of wages, and by the im-
position of a high tarif by the Common-
wenlth authority, are also compelled to pay
high rates for machinery. What has happened
is that this House says: ‘‘You shall pay all
we impose upon you, but we will not permit
you to take advantage of the full market
value for your products.’” The farmers have
been charged with being unreasnnable,

Mr. MaceCallam Smith: What about the
freight eoncessions on the railways?

Ar. A, THOMSON: We can deal with that
question when we come to the Railway Esti-
mates.

Mr. Mann: You should be consistent.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1T intend to be con-
sistent, One of the reasons why the ratlways
are not paving to-day is that the country is
not producing sufficient freight for the rail-
ways. That is a phase T desire to stress, The
farming community have no desire to wax fat
and get rich at the expense of any other
section of the community. I contend, how-
ever, that the farming community are entitled
to the full market value for the commodity
produced.

Hon, P. Collier: That is rubbish, when we
consider the farmers are getting Government
assistance,

Mr. A, THOMSON: They are not getting
Government assistance.

Hon. P. Collier: They would met have a
pool if that were not so.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I oppose price fixing
on principle and I hope the Committee will
accept the amendment moved by the Legisla-
It is not fair for the House to
say that while the prices are low, the farmers
ean get the world’'s market value for their
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product, and at the same time say that if
those prives inerease, they capnot gain the
additional advantage. Such an attitode is
not consistent.
Mr. BOYLAND:
thing that has happened to alter my opinion
vihen the last vote on the price of wheat was
taken in this Chamber. The fact that the
Legislative Couneil objects to an amendment
made by this Chamber, does not mean that we
slould aecept the Counmcil's proposal.  The
member for York stated deliberately that the
preople wanted the wheat pool.  Guldfields
members, on hoth sides of the House, can

tell  the Committee that public bodies
in that part of the State have con-
sidered the question and passel motions

opposing the pool.  Those members, hosw-
ever, decided that, considering all these cir-
cumgtances, it was only right that the pool
should continue, They supported the con-
tinuance of the pool, but for the member ror
York to say that the people as a whole wunt
the poot, is not correet. Tf the people con-
sidered they wonld Le hood-winked into puy-
ing high prices for wheat, they would quickly
muke their opinions manifest. Tt is said that
it woull be unfaiv to fix the price at 7s.
What about those who are charging 9s. per
huoshel when the wheat is worth about 4s. per
bughel in South Australia with flonr at £12
per ton! With those prices operating it is
possible to land wheat from Souil Australia
in Kalgoorlie at a chieaper rate than the wheat
can be supplied within Western Australia. Is
that tair and just! It has been acknowledged
by members during the Address-in-reply de-
kate that the price of wheat is too high, That
admission was made by the farmers’ repre-
sentatives. Only a few minutes ago an inter-
jection was made by one of the leading farm-
ers that he agrced with the statement of the
member for Forrest that the farmers had
heen helped doring a very trying period.
Why should not the gencral public receive
vongideration from the farmers, seeing that
the gemeral public have backed the wheat
poel? The tarmers would never have received
the prices they have got for their wheat, if
the  Commonwealth Government had not
hacked the pool. Even the Prime Minister
himself stated that the people of Australia
shoutd he fed first at a reasonable price and
that the farmers conld veeeive what they eould
pot for the rest. In the House of Representa-
tives in May, 1926, My, Hill, one of the leading
members of the (‘ountry Party and member
tfor Echuea, set out to show what an cnemy
William Morris Hoghes was to the farmer,
aud stated certain things that had happened
regarding the wheat pool, On that occasion
the Federal ‘‘Hansard'® of the 22pd May,
1120, shows that Mr. Hughes said—

My own view iz that we should postpone
it if you are not in favour of 6s. 64. Per-
sofally, T cannot agree to any inerease in
the priee of breadl untit we have exhausted
every means of preventing it. There is o
way of preventing it. We have tried that.

I am not awure of any-
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Later on Mr. Hughes said—

That is a matter you must please your-
selt about. The only thing I want to point
out is that the guestion in dispute is not
the sale of wheat oversen. You can get
whatever price you can, 1f you can get
20Us. per bushel, so much the better. The
point is, at what price are you Anstralian
farmers going to sell the wheat to your own
people?

That shows vonclusively that had it not been
for force of cireumstances, the people would
have received wheat at a lower price—but
Me. Huphes had to alter his epinion.

The Minister for Agriculture: Let me tell
you that to-day the Prime Minister is one of
those who are advocating the payment of 8Os,
a bushel as a specific agreement, continuing
till the end of Devewber.

Mr. BOYLANI}: Yes, but it was at the
point of the pisto] presented by the Country
Party in the Feleral House, The Country
Party forced him to accept that poesitioa,

Hon, P. Collier: With one vote in the-
balance.

Mr. MeCallum: And one man could not get
in to vote in time for the division,

Mr. BOYLAND: Last year the TFederal’
Government, for the benefit of the farwiers,
advanced through the wheat pool £33,000,000.
Should not the people who backed that ad-
vance get some recompense for it? The loeal
consumption represents but a small pereent-
age of the combined harvest, and after all
the sacrifices the people have made they are
entitled to more consideration than they have-
heen getting. Tn consequence of the price of
wheat for local conswmption the prices of’
poultry and cggs have become prohibitive..
During the Address-in-reply T pointed out the
injury inflicted on the mining and other in-
dustries by the price of wheat for local con-
sumption; yet the farmer contends that the
working man ought to accept less money for
his labour.

Mr. Hickmott: The farmer works 16 hoars
a day.

Mr. BOYLAND: That may be, but T have
been hattling in the mining industry for 27
yeara, aud for the past eight years it has been
steadily killing me; whereas the hon, member
derives his health and strength from his avo-
cation. It mugt be remembered, too, that it
was the gold, and those who battled to win it,
that opened up the State. The priee of wheat
was fixed by a board consisting solely of”
representatives of wheat growers; the con-
sumer had no say whatever in it. The mem-
ber for York (Mr. Latham) declared that
3s. was not a resonable price for whest, and
asked why we should not fix a price that
woulil afford a living wage. If 7s. is not a
reascnable price, T do not know what is.
While lower prices obtained elsiewhere in
Australia, we have been charged 9s. a bushel
for our wheat, and the growers are demand-
ing s, till the end of the year, T hope the:
amendment will be sent back to the Council.

Mr. TROY: The guestion is not deserving:
of all the attention wv are giving to it.
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Mrs. Cowan: Then why mnot vote, instead
of wasting so muech time talking?

Mr. TROY: The hon. lady’s short exper-
jence in the Honse makes her intolerant.

Mrs. Cowan: I would never agree to talk
as muck as some hon. members do.

Mr. TROY: The Minister, in moving that
we aceept the Council’s amendmexnt, is merely
doing his Quty as a farming representative.
In my opinion there is no possible chanee of
wheat reaching 7s. a bushel next season. I
grow wheat, and I get as big a price as I ¢an
for it. Yet I agree that, inasmuch as the
eommunity have guiranteed the payments the
wheat growers have received, we ought to
show consideration for the eommunity. If
the wheat growers insist upon getting the top
price from the community, the community
in turn will insist wpon getting top
prices from the wheat growers. I should
he sorry to see wheat sold at less than §s.
because, in existing ecircomstances, it wonld
not pay at a lower price, unless the average
vield were mun h heavier than it is at present.
While T sympathise with those members whe
complain of the heavy cost of machinery, I
remind them that they are mainly responsible
for it. The Customs duties on machinery
have been enormously increased by a Govern-
ment which hold office only with the support
of the Country party in the Federal Parlia-
ment. If the Country Party had been sincere
in their protestations the Federal Government
could not have raised the Customs duty on
machinery. Those duties have been raised,
not for the purpose of affording protection
for Australian manufacturers, but with a
view to seeuring revenue. The Federal Gov-
ernment have to raise 60 millions. They can
raige not more than from 18 to 20 millions
by direct taxation, and so they elect to Taise
the remainder throngh the Customs. If the
farmers desire the help of the community,
they will have to recognise the claims of the
community as consumers of wheat.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The member for York
expressed doubt as to the prejudicial effect
the high price of wheat has had on the pig
and poultry raising industry. I refer the
hon. member to a report from the Agrieunl
tural Department dated 30th June, 1921.
There he will find a report by the poultry
expert, showing eclearly that in eonsequence
of the high price of wheat the poultry indus-
try has been pretty severely hit. Also, a
few pages further on, the hon. member will
find a report from the dairy and pig expert
attached to the department. ‘That officer
states unequivoeally that the high prices rul-
ing for wheat and offal have seriously af-
fected the pig-raising industry. It is shown
in the report that in 1916 there were 90,000
pigs in the State, that in 1917 the number
had increased to 111,000, whereas last year
it had fallen to 60,000, Thus it will be seen
that this very important industty has been
threatened with extinection in consequence of
the high prices of wheat and offal Since
both these industries are allied with that of
wheat growing, one wonld expect some show
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of sympathy with them on the part of the
wheat grower, While congiderable benefit has
beeh derived by the wheat grower from the
high price of wheat, it has been merely at
the expense of other allied industries. Apart
altogether from the question of the price of
wheat, on the constitutional prineciple it is
the duty of this House, representing 150,000
electors, to resist Ethe attempt of another
Place, representing only 40,000 privileged
electors, to dictate the legislation formulated
in this House in response to the wishes of
the people of the State. I hope we shall
make it clear to the Council that they can-
not have all their own way in shaping the
legislation of this State,

Question put and negatived; the couneil’s
amendment not made.

No. 5. Schedule, dcfinition of no private
dealing,—Strike out the words *‘except with
the written eonsent of the Minister,’! and in-
sert the words ‘‘directly or indirectly.’”

No. 6. Definition of damages for certain
breaches.—In line eight strike out ‘‘ten
pounds (£10),’’ and insert ‘‘one hundred

pounds (£100)."’

No. 7. Insert a new line after line eight as
follows:— “For every breach of Clause ¢ the
sum of ten pounds (£10).'’

No., 8.—S8trike out ‘’4,”" in line nine, and
ingert ‘5.7

On motions by the Minister for Agriculture,
the foregoing amendnents made.

No. 9. Insert a new elause, to stand as No.
15:—Supply of Cornsacks: (1.) The Minister
may make advunces to any wheat grower
whose wheat is or is intended to be acquired
to enable sueh wheat grower te purchase
cornsacks; and such advances shall be repay-
able to the Minister on demand, with interest
at the prescribed rate, and shall be a charge
on the wheat in priority to all other encum-
brances. (2) The amount of sueh advances,
with intcrest, to be certified by the Minister,
may be deducted from the certificate to be is-
sued in respect of the wheat acquired, and a
certificate may be issued to the Minister for
the amount so deducted.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE :
This proposal is & very reasonable one and 1
move——

That the amendment be made.

Mr. LATHAM: Ts it intended to make the
advanee fo the wheatgrowers for the payment
of eornsacks prior to the delivery of the
wheat?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
No, we intended to 1ake an order in the usual
way and we will then have priority on the
certificate.

Mr. Latbam: Wili you pay for the bags 3o
that the grower will be able to save 3d. a
dozen? ‘

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
We will undertake the business in the usual
way in order that the grower may reeeive the
maximum benefit.
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Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment made.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Legistative Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921.22,
In (‘ommittee of Suppiy.

Resumed from the 27th October; Me. An-
gelo in the Chair,

Department of Agrieulture (Hon, H. K.
Maley, Minister).

Vote—Agricultore generally, £59,883:

Mr. LATHAM (York} [10.38]: I am
pleased that the Government have not re-
duced this vote to any great extent. Seeing
that it is the intention of the Government to
settle the South-West country, a still larger
vote will probably be necessary. We have a
considerable number of experts attached to
the Department of Agrieulture, but T am of
opinvion that the expert knowledge does not
reach the people it is intended to benefit. For
instance, the time of the Director of Agri-
culture is s0 much oecupied with departmental
duties that it is impossible for him to get out
among the people as he should do. I hope
that the farming eommunity will not suffer as
a result of Mr. Sutton’s appointment to the
position of director. Tt would be hetter if
we could get his advice out to the farming
community. I suggest that the expert knosr-
ledge he has might be transmitted to the
farmers through the inspectors of the T.A.B.
or the Agricultural Bank. T recently visited
the farm at Nangeenan and was surprised at
the lack of information afforded to the gather-
ing there present. Tt would be advisable for
the JMimister to take into eonsideration the
best means of passing out to the farmer the
knowledge held by the departmental experts.

Mr, PTESSE (Toodyay) [10.42]: T regret
that the vote has been redueed. Members will
agree that the Minister has a hig order to
fill, inasmuch as the progress of the State de-
pends almost wholly upon the development of
agriculture, TIts hope lies in the land. The
greatest henefit can only be derived from
agriculture with the aid of the fullest know-
ledge that can be brought to bear upon it.
Bo-called practical men have shown a great
lack of knowledge in doing things. There are
many small orehardists along the Lion Mill
valley who have wasted thonsands of pounds
becanse of the manner in which they have
planted their trees, but who could have been
gaved this money had they possessed the re-
gquisite knowledge. Tt is the duty of the de-
partment to have sufficient praetical experts
to guide the people in these matters. The
Gdvernment thonght fit to dispense with the
services of the Frnit Commissioner, Mr.
Moody. No doubt it would be possible to ob-
tain his serviees again if the Government
wounld pay the salary required. T£ we had
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a good man in this position it would mean an
increase in the output of fruit and greater
profits to those engaged in the industry. I
am astonished fhat so little is done to adver-
tise the resources of Western Australia as a
vine-growing country. There is no country
in the world better suited to the growth of
the vine than this State. It offers the great-
est of prospects for anyone who will engage
in that industry. If we only had competent
men to guide the people in this matter, we
should have greater production and a larger
population.  If only the world knew what
fine prospects we had herc in this direetion
we should soon be able to attraet people to
our shores.

Mr, Lambert:
Garis'a?

Mr. PIESSE: It certainly pays to give
big salaries to competent men. I believe
Mr. De Garis gets £2,000 a year out of
the £30,000 paid for publicity by the
dried-fruit industry of Mildura. The ser-
vices rendered to that industry by Mr, De
Garis have been of enormous value to Aus-
tralia. If we had men of the De Garis type
we should be able to attract thousands of
people here who would represent a great
agset to the country. In other lines of agri-
culture there is room for improvement in the
methods of the department. More attention
should be paid to the question of water sup-
ply. Thia is very essential in the wheat-
growing areas and in connection with other
branches of agriculture. A little while ago
a good dezl of suecess waa achieved by water
diviners. In one case a diviner was suecess-
ful in locating water in the wheat belt. A
vote Tor this purpose alone would pay the
State, There is a wide field open to this
department. My sympathies are with the
Minister in that he has not at his disposal as
much money as is required to give all the as-
sistance that is neccssary to people the land.
Mention was made by one member of the
American agricultural bulletins. Those . bul-
letins are not always applicable to Western
Australia. Thongh the booklets are certainly
of high value generally speaking, yet their
application here is not serviceable because of
the wide difference in local conditions. Dur-
ing the last 12 months there has Been a ma-
terial increase in the production of cream;
oz reliable authority I learn that the increase
represents approximately 30 per cent. T am
quite with the member for Coolgardic in his
statement that fertilisers are mot nearly as
mueh used as they should be,

Mr. Troy: They are too expensive,

Mr, PIESSE: Yes, Their proper use can
only be ascertained by careful experiments,
Certain ‘soils require certain fertilisers, and
then comes the question of guantity, and fin-
ally the question of priee. Formerly the
farmer couid buy Thomas’s superphosphate
at £4, and even £3 7s. 6d. per ton; to-day
the priee is £7. As a whole, farming costs
have become much greater; and it is not
possibla for evers man to apply te his land
the quantity of superphosphate he would like

Could we get a dozen De
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to apply. Reference was made to the cost of
grain for poultry feed. That difficuity could
he overcome by gréwing fodder for the poul-
try. Practical demonstration is required to
enable each. little homestead to have its poul-
try run and produce its own fodder fer the
peultry.  Reference was also ‘'made to the
short supply of grain for pigs. In apain
comes the Agricultural Department with an
absolutely misleading report, which says, or
hints, that owing to the high price of grain
pig production has fallen away. The cause
of the decrcase in pig production is the high
price growers could obtain for pigs in the
market. Enormous prices have ruled; henee
the haste to sell pigs. Now on the guestion
of potato growing and potato storage. 1
feel sure that we do not want a repetition
ot the low prices which ruled last year. But
that can only be avoided by a proper system
of storage.
Mr. Lambert: And dehydration,

AMr, PIESSE: And dehydration; but we
could save the expense of dehydration if pro-
vision were made for the use of second-hand
apple eascs for storing potatoes. Refrigera-
tors eannot possibly store potatoes in bags;
there is too much moisture, and that method
of storage would reqnire very large space.
Second-hond apple cases would give very sat-
isfactory results. We have tens of thousands
of these cases, which have eost the grower
from 1s. to 1s. Gd. apiere, but which he is
forbidden to use a second time. Those cages
are cast into the furnace, or used as firewood,
which represents absolute waste. In all sin-
cerity T say there is a great prospeet of sue-
cessful storage of potatoes in those second-
hand eases, which would not require very
mueh in the way of repairs. T hope the Min-
ister will see his way clear to authorisc the
use of the cases for that purpose. T also
trust that the Minister will give further con-
sideration to the question of remdering expert
assistance in the varions branches of agri-
culture.

Progress reported.

Houge adjouvrned et 10.58 p.m.
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Legislative Council,
Thursday, 106k November, 1921,

Questlons Tramwoys, repnirs, renewnla. and ex-

naions .
Bills Insgect.lon of Mnchinerg Com.
Marketing, Asse iys Massn.ge

'The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, PERTH.
Repairs, rencwals, and extensions.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Minister for
Edueation;—1, What portion of the amount,
of £100,000 authorised on the Loan Estimates
for the last financial year for Perth clectric
tmmways and exteusions has been expended?

, How mueh hags been expeuded in general
|cpaus and renewals? 3, Why have no exten-
sions becn started durmg the financial year?
4, Is it the intention of the Government o
start any, and, if so, what extensicns forth-
with, so as to provide work for the unem-
ployed ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The total amount provided on the
Loan Estimates for Tramways for the year
1920-21 was £87,000. Of this £33,640 was cx-
pended doring the financial year. 2, Loan
money is not expended in repairs and Te-
newals. 3, Extensions have been deferred
pending  the appointment of "the Public
Works Committee contemplated by the Bill
now hefore the Legislative Assembly. 4,
Sce reply to No. 3.

BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY.
‘ In Committee.

Resunted from the previous day; Hon. J.
FEwing in the Chair; the Minister for Eduea-
tion in charge of the Bill

Clanse G62—Protection of existing certifi-
eates:

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
This morning T had an opportunity of dis-
cussing the matter with the Chief Inspector
of Machinery and the Solicitor General. Con-
sideration was given to the amendments pro-
posed by Mr., Harris. It was agreed that
an additional subelause fo. this clause would
serve the purpose. In regard particularly to
internal combustion engines, any person can _
drive them at present. That is an undesirable
state of affairs. Bat there are ecriain persons
who drive them now who are not fully cer-
tifieated, and it is not desired to take that
vight away from them. I, therefore, move an
amendment—

That a subelanse be added to stand as
Subclanse 4 as follows:—* ‘Notwithstand-



